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Ross—It is so much easier to 
describe the past than to predict 
the future but I will hazard a few 
guesses about what our churches 
will be like by the year 2000 and 
I invite you to do the same.

We will have gotten over our 
hangups about evangelism and will 
have learned to share our faith 
freely and invite persons to faith 
in Jesus Christ. God will bless 
these efforts and enlarge our fel
lowship. Perhaps there will be as 
many as 300,000 Mennonites in 
our two groups.

I said in our two groups. By the 
year 2000, we won’t  be two groups 
but one. The oncoming generation 
cares little for our denominational 
walls and won’t tolerate them. For 
a quarter of a century since 1958, 
many of our ministers in training 
have been in classes together at 
A MBS. They are ready for the new 
day. Perhaps the way to bring 
about the unity of our two groups 
is the way of the AM’s and OM’s 
who merged their district confer
ences starting already in 1916. 
Then there is little or nothing for 
our churchwide General Boards to 
do but to acknowledge the new 
reality.

Jake—Dateline August 7, 1999.
Mennotown, New Mexico.

THE ASSOCIATED MENNO- 
NITE CONFERENCE meeting 
here elected its first woman mod
erator in the person of Albertina 
Giuseppe. This was AMC’s first 
general assembly since the amalga
mation of the Mennonite Church, 
the General Conference Mennonite 
Church, the Mennonite Brethren 
and the Brethren in Christ. It was 
noteworthy that 60 percent of the 
delegates were of non-European 
background.

Ross—By the year 2000, our 
mission boards and other church 
programs and agencies will be 
embarrassed, not by the lack of 
funds with which to carry out 
their programs and balance their 
budgets, but with finding appro
priate answers to the question, 
“How can we find responsible 
ways to put all these dollars with 
which the church is flooding us 
to work for Christ so that his pur
poses for us and for the world 
may best be fulfilled. This em
barrassment of riches will come 
about as a result of the church’s 
growing convictions about Chris
tian stewardship. Jake, I see you 
brought a stone with you. What is 
that all about?

Jake—This stone represents the 
General Conference Mennonite

church. It was chosen from a field 
from the Far West; it isn’t all 
that sy m m e tr ic a ln e ith e r  square 
nor round. There is still some dirt 
on it; it seems to be a conglomera
tion of hard packed clay and loam 
but also of real hard granite; but 
for the careful observer there is 
an abundance of quartz crystals 
beautifully reflecting the rays 
from the light. I would like to 
place this stone on the CORNER
STONE.

Ross—I have a stone too. I t is 
a piece of Indiana limestone which 
has been lying beside my drive
way. Instead of commenting on how 
this piece of limestone symbolizes 
the Mennonite Church, I would 
simply like to read a few sentences 
I found in an encyclopedia in the 
article on Indiana limestone. “It 
is usually a grayish color but all 
colors of limestone from white to 
black have been found. . . . Ordi
nary limestone can be scratched 
by a knife but it is strong. I t is a 
good stone for foundations and 
walls where a high polish is not 
needed. I t makes an excellent 
building stone because it can be 
carved easily. Like sandstone it 
can be cut any way without split
ting.’’
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